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No. 83.

Acting Consul-General Treacher to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.)

(No. 22. Consular.)

My Lord, Labuan, November 11, 1885.
REFERRING to my despatch No. 19 of the 9th October, reporting the murder of

Mr. Allen and the burning of the shop of a British subject in Palawan, I have the honour

to report that on the 29th ultimo 1 left Sandakan in Her Majesty’s ship * Merlin,”

‘Captain Maturin, R.N.,, to make inquiries on the spot.

Palawan being under Spanish rule, I decided to touch first at Balabac, to inform the
Spanish Governor there of my intentions.

He informed me that he had heard of the murder, but that Palawan was not under
his jurisdiction, but under that of the Governor of Puerto Princessa.

Calling at Kulassan, we took on board Dato Tambooto, the son of Dato Haroun-al-
Rashid, of Sulu, with thirty followers.

This Dato expressed his readiness to assist the English in this matter, but refused
to acknowledge the supremacy of Spain, and stated that no Spanish war-vessel had visited
his country.
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Proceeding to Grave Island, after considerable difficulty two men implicated in the
murder of Mr. Allen were captured by the Sulu authorities. A public inquiry was held
on the deck of the * Merlin,” presided over by the Dato and a Panglima, and I have the
honour to inclose copy of a summary of the evidence taken.

I have little doubt that Mr. Allen fired the first shot, killing a native, whose relative
avenged his death, as is customary in these countries, and the result of the trial was that
Latib, the uncle of the man shot, and who actually cut Mr. Allen down, was acqnitted,
but that ldik, a noted thief, whose actions had originated the disturbances, and with
whom Mr. Allen was struggling when cut down by Latib, was sentenced to ten years’
imprisonment. The man was taken to Balabac, and handed over to the Spanish
authorities.

It should be noted that though Mr. Allen was killed in the early part of August, and
that the fact was known to the Spanish, no action had been taken by the latter up to
the date of the ** Merlin’s ”’ visit.

In the matter of the burning and the looting of Ching Hee’s shop, I was unable to
find any witnesses,

I would wish to place on record my appreciation of the assistance afforded me in a
somewhat difficult undertaking by Captain Maturin, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Merlin.”

A present of 100 dollars was given to the Dato and his followers.

I have, &ec.

(Signed) W. H. TREACHER,

Inclosure in No. 83,
Memorandum.

1. MR. J. W. ALLEN killed at Grave Island (Sinano), Nacodah Cove, west coast of
Palawan, about the 13th August, 1885, by Sulus.

2. Shop of British subject, Ching Hee, under the management of one Kop Tang
Swee, burnt and looted at the same place by Sulus about the 4th August, 1885. Ching
Hee has submitted to the British Government his claim for 2,391 dol. 71 c. as compensa-
tion for losses incurred.

In the first case the evidence of the following persons has been taken :—

1. Chin Ah Wang, carpenter to Mr. Allen, eye-witness.

2. Kop Tong Swee, trader, residing at Sinano at the time of the murder.

3. Ah Chow, coolie to Mr. Allen, eye-witness.

4. Chook Ching, coolie to Mr. Allen, eye-witness.

5. Popit, Sulu woman kept by Mr. Allen, eye-witness.

6. Panglima Rustam, the Chief of the district, who was in the village at the
time.

7. Captain Armstrong, master of the British steam-ship « Royalist,” trading to
Palawan.

8. Neo Ching Ting, part owner of the said vessel.

The prineipal witnesses were Nos. 1, 3, 4, and 5, who state they were present at the
oceurrence.

It appears that recently there had been a considerable influx of Sulus into the
district, and in the absence of Dato Haroun-al-Rashid, the Panglima Rustam has been
powerless to keep them in order. There had been much open stealing by these Sulus of
the goods belonging to the traders, and Mr. Allen himself had suffered severely from
them. Furthermore, a Chinaman’s shop had been burnt and looted.

Mr. Allen and the Chinese requested the Panglima to hold an inquiry, which he did.
The proceedings were disorderly, the Sulus firing guns in the air and drawing their
“barangs.”

The prisoner Idik was, however, proved to be one of the principal thieves, but the
Panglima did not arrest him nor punish him, alleging that he would do so when his
accomplices were also canght.

Mr. Allen appears to have left the meeting in a state of great anger at the result
and proceeded to his own house about 5 p.r. on the 13th August, and found Idik
and other Sulus standing about. The evidence agrees up to this point, but there
are considerable discrepancies as regards the actual origin of the conflict.

Propit, the woman, maintains that Idik and Usman were passing by the house when
Mr. Allen caught sight of them, and fired at the former with his revolver, but hit
Usman, who died four days subsequently. Idik rushed into the house, and a struggle
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- ensued between him and Mr. Allen, the former having his “barang ” drawn, while the
latter’s pistol was unloaded, having had but one cartridge in it.

The woman states that she then ran off to the Panglima’s, and saw nothing
more, but heard that, while the two men were struggling, Latib, the uncle of the
wounded Usman, hearing of what had befallen his nephew, rushed into the house
and cut Mr. Allen down.

Chin Ah Wang, the carpenter, in his evidence, states that two or three Sulus
came to the house; he does not know for what purpose, but wearing their “ barangs.”

Mr. Allen told them not to come in, and pointed his revolver at them, when
they drew their weapons, and thereon Mr. Allen fired one shot, which took no effect on
them, and a rush was then made upon him by about a dozen Sulus, who cut him down.

Ah Chow, and a cook, Ching, the two coolies, state that Idik and Latib entered the
house with drawn ‘‘barangs,” with the apparent intention of killing Mr. Allen, who
fired one shot in self-defence, killing a man named Usman, who was outside the house,
and that the Sulus then cut him down.

On the 3rd November Datu Tambutu, or Alaudin, son of the absent Dato Haroun,
and Panglima Rustam, having with much difficulty procured the attendance of Idik.
Latib, and Murad, held an inquiry into the matter. Latib at once confessed that he
was in the village when he heard that his nephew, Usman, had been killed by Mr. Allen,
without cause, and that, carried away by his excitement, he rushed into the house and
cuf, down Mr. Allen ; and he maintained that, according to Sulu custom, he was justified
in so doing.

The Chiefs took his view of the case entirely, and Latib was accordingly acquitted.
Against Murad no evidence was produced, and he was also acquitted. Idik’s defence
was to the effect that Mr. Allen fired without provocation and hit Usman, whereupon he,
Idik, rushed off into the jungle forthwith.

The Chiefs sentenced ldik to ten years’ imprisonment, and there being no gaol in
the country, handed him over to me, with the request that the sentence might be carried
out in some place where there exist facilities for so doing.

With reference to the case of the burning and looting of Ching Hee’s shop, no evidence
beyond the statement of his manager has been procurable hitherto.

(Signed) W. H. TREACHER,
Acting Consul-General.

“ Merlin,” November 4, 1885.
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Murder of Mr. J. W. Allen in Palawan. 14 Jan. 1886. MS Records of
the British Colonial Office CO 144/62/8. The National Archives (Kew,
United Kingdom). State Papers Online Colonial, link.gale.com/apps/
doc/TMYFXB758001431/SPOC?u=bnubd&sid=bookmark-
SPOC&pg=104. Accessed 26 Mar. 2024.



